A Warm Welcome to All Who Gather for Worship
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Advent 2
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(Congregational responses are in bold type.)
*Please stand as you are able)

Prelude Children from the Choir
Welcome & Announcements

WE GATHER AS GOD’S PEOPLE
Lighting of the Memorial Candles and the Peace Candle

Call to Worship
A new day is upon us,
A new day has come!
A new day when we our pasts no longer matter, only God’s
Spirit within us.
The spirit shining from within us.

Put aside the garment of yesterday’s sorrow and put on God’s

Beauty.

Put on the robe of honour given to us by God.
For God has named us... Righteous Peace,
Righteous Peace,

The Everlasting One, guides... The Everlasting one carries us

home.
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Stewards responsible for checking the church:
this week — December 6 — Evert Bos

next week — December 13 — Kevin Winchester

Scripture Readings for December 13: Zephaniah 3:14-20;
Isaiah 12:2-6; Philippians 4:4-7; Luke 3:7-18.



http://www.quc.ca/
mailto:quc@nb.aibn.com
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Every mountain of resistance is brought down by truth and
every valley of despair is filled with love.
For God leads us with joy into the new day and into God’s
mercy
God’s mercy...
God’s mercy is our steady companion.

*Hymn: #62VU Once i n Royal Davi d’

Prayer of Approach
Companion God, we begin our Advent journey anew.
IHluminate for us a shining path to you.
Holy One, we look for the light, a flicker of starlight,
a sign of belonging, of growth,
of possibility, of awe and wonder.
May we be a reminder of your divine spark,
kindling new beginnings in all we meet.
Peace be born among us.
We wait in hope and peace as we worship... Amen.

Lighting the Advent Candles m

Advent Chant:

Twilight then darkness, night falls and candles glow
Gently surrounding us, a new birth of hope.
Watching, waiting, awakening a new birth of hope.
(Copyright 1992 Phil Porter 7 Elaine Kirkland. Licensing Used with permission)**
Revelation 12:7-8a, 10
The Archangel Michael

Prayer: O God, may the light of this candle give us the
courage of the angel Michael, as we get ready to welcome your
realm of justice and peace. Amen

Hymn: #56VVU Jesus, Our Brother
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White Gift Liturgy

Left Side: Many children do not have bread.

Right Side: We want to share our bread with those who
hunger.

Left Side: Many children do not have clean water to drink.

Right Side: We want to help find clean water for those who
thirst.

Ci t y LeftSide: Many children are cold.

Right Side: We want to share our warm clothing.

Left Side: Many children find little joy in Christmas.

Right Side: We want to help to find the joy of Christ’s birth.

Left Side: Many people live without the sense of God’s
presence.

Right Side: We want to share our experience of God in our

lives.
Left Side: Let us share from the abundance of gifts.
Right Side: From the abundance of gifts God has provided...

The children will bring the White Gifts forward. If you did not
place your White Gift in one of the wagons in the Narthex, please
signal and one of the children will come and pick it up.

Left Side: We give these gifts, O God - in thankfulness for your
love.

Right Side: We offer these offerings, O God, for the work of
your kingdom.

Left Side: We ask you to bless them on their way.

Right Side: That in the name of your Son, Jesus the Christ

Left Side: Those without joy will find it,

Right Side: and that your peace will follow them in the days to
come.

Children’s Anthem: A Beautiful Sight

Theme Conversation and the Prayer of Jesus



-4-
Prayer of Confession

Your messenger cries out in the wilderness of our world, calling
us to prepare a way for you.
Forgive us when we miss the messenger and the message.
A voice cries in the wilderness, calling us to repent, to turn our
lives around.
Forgive us when we deafen ourselves to that wilderness
voice.
Sometimes we prefer things the way things are and we fear the
changes you call us to make.
Help us to move past our resistance and into the life of right
relationship with you and with creation.
Sometimes we forget the wondrous things that you have done
for us and all your people.
Plant the wondrous stories in our hearts that even in our
forgetting we remember
In this Advent season, enter our lives yet again, and bring us
back to you.
Cleanse us and make us new, loving God. Amen.

Assurance of Pardon

WE LISTEN FOR GOD’S WORD
First Testament Reading: Malachi 3:1-4
A refiner’

Responsive Reading: Luke 1:68-79 (VU p. 900)
(Zechariah sings, “Bl)essed be

Epistle Reading: Philippians 1:3-11
(I thank God every time | remember you.)

Anthem: Rise Up, Shepherds (arr. Besig)

Gospel Reading: Luke 3:1-6
(A voice calling in the desert.)

Message: A Voice from the Fringe

s fire) and a | aunderer
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WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD

Hymn: #18VU Ther e’ s a

Voice 1in
Minute for Mission

Invitation to the Offering
Offering Our Gifts to God
Dedication: What can | give him, poor as | am?
If 1 were a shepherd, 1 would bring a lamb,
If I were a wise man, | would do my part,
Yet what | can | give him, give my heart.
Words: Christina Rossette ca. 1873. Music: Gustav Theodor Holst 1906.**
Offertory Prayer:

We present these gifts to express our thanks to you for the
one you sent, the one who began a good work among us.
We trust in your faithfulness to complete every good work
and we dedicate all that we are to your way of peace and

justice and love. Amen.

Prayers of the People

WE ARE SENT FORTH
*Hymn: #44VU It Came upon the Midnight Clear

S soap -
*Commissioning and Benediction

he *ehgry Begediction:g 5 ¢ »

O holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us we pray;

cast out our sin and enter in; be born in us today.

We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell;

O come to us, abide with us, our Lord Emmanuel.
**\Words: Phillips Brooks 1868. Music: Lewis Henry Redner 1868.

Postlude: To Shepherds as They Watched (Nicholas LeBegue)

*
Reproduced with permission under license #C14931,
LicenSingOnline
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*Christmas Wishes; Monday, Dec. 7, 7pm at Silver Falls UC*

*Sing Fa La La for Christmas with the Carleton Choristers;
Tuesday, Dec. 8, 7:30pm at Carleton-Kirk UC.*

*Christmas with the LaPointes; Thursday and Friday, Dec. 10 &
11, 7:30pm at the Playhouse, Fredericton.*

*Rothesay Netherwood School annual Christmas Carol Service;
Saturday, Dec. 12, 7:30pm at Our Lady of Perpetual Help
Church.*

*Breakfast at Red Head UC; Saturday, Dec. 12, 8-11am.*

*Community Ecumenical Carol Sing; Sunday, Dec. 13, 7:30pm
at Trinity Church.*

*Humorous Christmas musical An Unexpected Christmas;
Sunday, Dec. 13, 7pm at Calvary Temple.*

*Handel’s Messiah; Monday, Dec. 21, 7; 30pm at Trinity
Church.*

*Portland UC is looking for an individual to work with their
young families.*

R ||| Announcing

LIFE of the CONGREGATION and COMMUNITY

This Week: December 6 - 12

TODAY 11:15am No_Children’s Choir Practice until Jan. 10

MONDAY 7:00pm Cookie Exchange preparation at Carolyn
Kimball’s; further information below.

TUESDAY 10:30am N. B. Tuesday morning Study Group
on leave until Jan.5

WEDNESDAY 1:30pm Agnes Allingham UCW
7:00pm Mid Week Service
7:30pm Stewards meeting

THURSDAY _7:00-8:30pm Adult Choir Practice

Advent Coin Cards and copies of Mandate Magazine are
available in the church entry ways.

The Youth Group is selling calendars and decorative unscented
candles. Calendars are available in the church office or contact
Karen Young.
T' Do you have any “gently used” pots and pans, iron,
wantep! || ironing board, or home telephones? We could give
Il them a good home! Contact Barb McBean at 847-
2275.




knitted items. Socks, mittens, gloves or scarves will be
very much appreciated. If you are not a knitter, we
accept all types.

% The Agnes Allingham UCW Mitten Tree is ready for

The Quispamsis United Church Annual Food Drive
is underway for those in need during the holiday
season. Next Sunday, Dec. 13, is the last day for
receiving grocery items and we would like more
donations of pickles, cereals and crackers. Also,
remember to check the poster for gifts for families
outside the office door; please return gifts by Dec. 20.

United for Peace Pins and Cards still available at
". A reduced prices (at cost); pins -time is running out —
campaign ends December 09; contact Jane Barefoot
(849-9302) or Sally Allanach (847-2170). Thank
you very much for your assistance over the past year
and a half with this project. Sally and Jane.

7M gou The Social Committee wishes to

extend a huge thank you to the 50
people who attended the potluck supper, Christmas carol sing
and silent auction. We managed to raise $523 that the
Stewards will use to buy new tables and/or a coffee maker.

We are asking for generous donations of cookies this
year, as our needs are increasing. Not only do we
require many for our Christmas families, shut-ins, KV Suites
residents, etc., but this year we hope to supply the “dessert” for
Tuesday, Dec. 8 for our monthly chaplaincy.
If you need a drop-off spot for your cookies, please call Diane
Tonge at 847-8145.
On Monday, Dec. 7 at 7pm we will meet at Carolyn Kimball’s, at
7 Linwood Court, to prepare these treats. Help with delivery of
these goodies would also be greatly appreciated. Thank you.

c/é URGENT: CHRISTMAS COOKIE EXCHANGE!
§ 0OKIE)

'\ 10am — Our adult choir and youth are presenting the
/N Cantata, “Conversations with Mary”. Everyone
e welcome.

The final pick-up date for yarn for Evangeline. Thank
you to all those who have kindly donated yarn.

Z;{/ﬁj’f, 2-4 pm to Rev. Audrey’s Open House

December 20: Angel Show. The Worship Committee
invites you to join us downstairs for coffee, cake, and a
“multitude of heavenly host.” Please bring your
favourite angel from home, whether it’s the one from
your treetop, the one you made in kindergarten, or something in
between. We’ll set them up in the Hall and have a look at these
messengers of the Christmas story. See you there!

* DETAILS OF THESE ANNOUNCEMENTS ON
BULLETIN BOARDS*

*Check out the announcements and other information from
Maritime Conference, currently updated regularly.*

*Worship of Hope and Remembrance; today, December 6, 7pm
at Long Reach UC.*

*Christmas with the Sopranos; today, December 6, 7:30pm,
St.David’s UC.*



